Pro Talk

Bill Wright bemoans the re-tune
nightmare that we are stuck with
forever, thanks to a major flaw in
the DVB implementation

Younever have toretunea
Freesat box, do you? The
postcode goes in and it puts
the correct regional
variation into the correct
Logical Channel Number. As
channels come and go or
change multiplex, every
receiver takes the change on
board without human
intervention.

Contrast this with the

uning shambles that is

digital terrestrial TV.

An example of the chaos
i occurred in South Yorkshire,
where a very strong signal

Bill Wright sweeps across the county.
Its the BBC mux from
Belmont, and we dont want it. But as it’s on channel 30, every DTT

happen, because the DVB spec (unlike Freesat's) doesn't lay down
atuning protocol that every manufacturer must follow. Some
receivers assign Belmont BBC1 to LCN 1 (and so on)irrespective of
the much stronger BBC mux from Emley Moor on channel 52,

ies the covren ib- receiver

quallty of the signal, which s fair enough as far s it goes ut t il

every time the dit doesn't
i tune is i me
All the

that
nd so I'm on the phone:‘Unplug
is half way up i

the aerial, wait un
in quick and hope for the best!
Other parts of the country have worse problems. In the Ribble
dChannol4 have b
Y y by
Welsh ITV and S4C! A hapless spokesman for Digital UK could only

i t their Freeview bos
channels as a preference: What? How do you do that?
I th ificati i o d

p

ystem for all this could have b ided
from the p hat-be that these

bl j ) but ite is true. Post-DSO

transmission powers are far higher, o vast areas of overlap will
appear. Evidence of this comes from Ireland, where much of the
east coast now has good reception of UKTV from Winter Hill,
Lancashire. And until DSO the Hannington transmitter has a null to
the east, 5o there's no overlap with the Crystal Palace

ions. After D! i il betv

o On the e
nverlap when the post-DSO transmissions start.
What can we d notch filter

help,um ften th {
interleaved. Attenuation might work but, of course, it reduces the
safety margin of the wanted signals. Aerial installers, TV retailers,
and viewers are wasting a fortune nationally on unnecessary
service calls.

This fiasco has come about because n the early days of DTT it
didntoccurto the system that
itter (tbe

overlap. I fact that tra
tailored exactly. i

boundary, much as governments would like them to. This isn't new
knowledge. When | was a kid we all listened to Radio Luxembourg,

to fthe BBC. Whata pity.

understand thi propagation. f theyd talked to
rtwo, it could

Pro(esslng ovier and data sorage are incredibly cheap now. The

tools at gl
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