Pro Talk

B|II Wright reaches for his chainsaw

If there's anything other

than fresh air between your

TV aerial and the transmitter

your reception might be
affected.

Buildings and hills are the
obvious culprits, but | think
it's trees that cause the most
grief for installers, mainly
because they are forever
changing.

You can install an aerial at
this time of year and scarcely
notice that half-a-mile away

the signal path has a few
{ straggly branches poking
through t. Then, sometime
Bill Wright during the following ;pnng
or summer, lbe job. w-

the Grand Canyon, or simply being
(onspl(uous by their total absence.
Cli , you will look

transmitter and all you wil e i greenery. The moral i, of course,
tokeep a wary eye open throughout the winter for possible
seasonal tree cover, and warn the customer accordingly. You are

spon your works quality of your
terial [ ible way that you
what the y
into leaf
And yes. it'sthe Ieaves that do it. Coniferous trees with needles
to
prisingly Yet asit
illai i The effect
can y frequency-selecti i n

feror
colour sub-carrier. The devil of itis, the degree of attenuation and
the frequencies affected can vary all the time. The trees might be

dry or they might y mig!
9 g 9
igger i affected. What's
aerial can Y ¥t
pring day itall i g, for
reason.
Looking through the trees.

Sowhat's to be done? The first rule i, try hard to find an aerial
location that isn't Iooklng through trees. it unavoidable, warn

en f there is
the problem in i Rl enemy s atits worst. prvt
when the aerial s, by just the

alongallneal" ht angl
souymhec i That d d d

ouple of . Very
often you'l ﬁnd um the aerial just happens to be n the very worst

Don't be content ignals just
enough thou ». e al

adequate If you can obhln signals that are within 10d8 of the

ight fig
further hough ot with
frequency, if you can get upto that sort of signal leve the best

for all of them. But

if the foli ion s in the 15 to 25dB
is likely to vary channel I and to be
unreliable anyway.
it mi d asif a tall
he aerial the trees, the roof the

often still tower above you! It's always worth experimenting et
the height of the aerial though, but just don't imagine that it's a
cure-all. Sometimes the field strength will be better low down, and
I've put many an aerial on the wall of the house, looking through
the i D
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